
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

www.MACtac.com TA2010 (01/15) JS 

Trimming PermaFlex Laminated Images

When traditional trimming techniques are used on images laminated with PermaFlex, a separation 

between the laminate and the image may occur along the trimmed edge, as demonstrated in the image 

below. 
 FIG. 1 

This separation is a direct result of cutting straight down through the laminated image on a solid surface. 

The degree of severity is directly influenced by additional factors such as a thick or dull blade, soft or 

hard cutting surface and time span between lamination and cutting.

RECOMMENDATION:  

Three trimming techniques have been developed that eliminates this tendency towards edge separation:

1) Rotary blade cutting

2) Slot cutting

3) 45° Angled cuts with mat cutters

The most effective of the three is the rotary blade. As indicated by the name, a round cutting blade rolls 

along pinching the laminated image between either a second rotary blade or a flat sharp edge. In either 

case this “shear” scissors like cut results in a nice straight edge with no sign of edge separation.

FIG. 2 FIG. 3 

The second technique requires a slot built into your tabletop. Clamp your laminated image to the table 

using the slot as your straight edge. Using a utility knife, insert the tip of the blade into the slot ahead of 

the image and cut back through the laminated image using the slot as a guide. This ‘slicing’ action on the 

image, verses cutting down into the image, results in a clean straight cut with no edge lifting. 

The third option that also provides excellent results, utilizes a 45 angle cut with a mat cutter, as 

illustrated in figures 4 and 5. The direction of the angle chosen depends upon the aesthetic appearance 
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desired. CAUTION: This cut results in a very sharp edge on the graphics and sturdy gloves are 

recommended to prevent injuries. When using multiple imaged panels to form one large image, the 45 

angle trimming technique can be used to form extremely clean, undetectable lap joints. As illustrated 

below, the edge of one image is cut at a 45 angle in one direction and the adjoining image is cut at a 45 

angle in the opposite direction. This then provides a precise overlap joint 

FIG. 4 FIG. 5

ADDITIONAL SUGGESTION: 

In order to optimize all three procedures, it is highly recommended that sharp blades be used and, 

whenever possible, the laminate bond be allowed to build (24 hr.) prior to cutting. 

Equipment is readily available for trimming with a rotary knife, slot cuts and 45 angle cuts. Building a 

slot into a tabletop is relatively easy and inexpensive.

The following are two distributors of shear type rotary knife cutting equipment: 

Rolma Cutters distributed by: Photographic Supplies (800) 245-6715 

RotaTrim distributed by: Abco Office Solutions (800) 658-8788 

The following is a manufacturer of Compression Cutting Knife: 

ICD International, Mooers, NY (800) 779-7810 

The following are manufacturers of mat cutting equipment: 

Neilsen & Bainbridge, Cranberry, NJ (800) 631-5414 

Logan Graphic Products, Inc., Wauconda, IL (800) 331-6232 

 RotaTrim is a registered Trademark for the Division of the Saunders Group.
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